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the Faith and preservers of their country. Of all
the spoil; Alfonso of Portugal would accept nothing
but some Moorish trappings, swords and spurs, with
which trophies he returned home; while Alfonso XL
sent an embassy to Avignon to present the Pope with
the horse he had ridden in the battle, the standard of
the emir, twenty-four Moorish banners, and a hundred
richly-caparisoned steeds, each with a helmet and shield
hung from the saddle-bow. All the cardinals came out
in procession to meet the ambassador, and the Pope
himself sang the mass of thanksgiving.

The Christians might well rejoice, for so important
a battle had not been gained since Navas de Tolosa.
Alfonso was resolved to profit by his success to endea-
vour to cut the Granadine Moors off from reinforce-
ments from Barbary. He summoned the Cortes to ask
for supplies, and their enthusiasm was such that they
granted him a larger amount than he chose to accept,
saying that he only took as much as was required for
his necessities and left the rest for them. The money
was raised by an impost called the alcavala, on every
article of food consumed in the kingdom. His first
attack was on Alcala de Benazyde; and Gil de Bocca-
negra, brother to the Doge of Genoa, brought a large
fleet to his assistance, and kept watch in the Straits to
hinder succour from being sent from Morocco. Yousuf
attempted to relieve the city, but failed, and it sur-
rendered on honourable terms. Several other successes
were gained, and Yousuf began to sue for peace, but
Alfonso made it a condition that he should again
become a vassal to the crown of Castille, and renounce
his alliance with the Emir of Morocco ; and to this he
would not consent.